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Wrights and wrongs of spy author still stir controversy

Richard Norton-Taylor

HE death of Peter

I Wright, the former MI5

agent and author of Spy-
catcher, has renewed contro-
versy over his allegations of
treason and Soviet penetra-
tion into the agency.

Wright, who had Alz-
heimer’'s disease and died of
prneumonia in Tasmania on
Wednesday, aged 78, was dis-
missed by some as an eccen-
tric old conspiracy theorist,
while others made clear his
ghost will continue to haunt
Whitehall's secret world.

Christopher Andrew, a
Cambridge intelligence his-
torian, said Wright had be-
come “‘deluded by his obses-
sion with conspiracy
theories” and the accusa-
tions at the heart of his Spy-
catcher memoirs, notably
that Sir Roger Hollis, former
head of MI5, were false.

“Because of bungling by
Her Majesty’'s Government
[which tried to suppress the
memoirs in court], the book
based on these wholly false
allegations became a best-
seller..”

Rupert Allason, the Tory
MP who writes spy books
under the name, Nigel West,
said Mr Wright should be
given credit as a relentless
hunter of Soviet moles. “It is
a mistake to regard him as a
paranoid old obsessive. 1
think there is a very good
case that there was Soviet
penetration of the security
services.""

A former colleague who
did not want to be identified
said Wright was correct in
suspecting that MI5 was pen-
etrated by an unidentified
maole. The suspicion rests on
the way Anthony Blunt was
allowed to end his role as a

Soviet agent after the war.
According to this assump-
tion, Moscow had someone
else in place.

The Spycatcher affair
leaves another unanswered
question: the identity of the
go-between who was assured
by MI5 that Chapman
Pincher, the author of Their
Trade Is Treachery — a book
hased on Wright's allega-
tions and inspired by the late
Lord Rothschild — would not
he prosecuted.

Evidence that the Govern-
ment had secretly allowed

Lord Armstrong arriving at court

that his memoirs should be
published. It seemed dt the
timeto be a victory for open-
ness which led in turn to a
succession of humiliating
Covernment- defeats in the
English coarts where Lady
Thatcher }n’aﬂ still trying to
jmpose injunctions prevent-
lmgw:he Guardian and Ob-
server newspapers flom
reporting the contents of
wright's book.

Sir Richard Scoft, ip.
pointed by John Major
years-later 1o adjudicate v,
the arms-for-Iraq afTair, (olg

in Sydney during the case ir

Australian rules . . . Peter Wright arriving at the Supreme Court in Sydney where he defeated the British Government’s attempts to block hi 5
s memoirs
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lords dismissed
e injunctions, but attacked
right for “heinous treach-
. They confirmed the
Finciple that all former se-
ity and intelligence offi-
oty were bound by an abso-
Ttte fduty of confidentiality.
he earlier ringing
phrises, the success in the
Ausgralian courts, were pyr-
rhic|victories as far as the
medla was concérned. The
Government Intrgduced a

which imposes an

new Official Secrets Act
bsolute,

Dick White, his former boss,
talked freely to Tom Bower
for a biography which was | p
scattered with unatiributa-
ble disclosures from former
members of MI5 and MI6.

The Spycatcher affair pro- |
voked Lord

with the truth™, a
with which Whil
since been consistently

life-long, duty of silence on

the High Court in December
of ek and former members

1987: “The ability of e
press freely to report allegl

the publication of hooks
about the securityservices,
while trying to suppress Spy-

ora" Wau ot ecopped other
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tions of scandals in gove
ment is one of the bulwarf
of our demoeratic society™

catcher, was a key weapon in
Wright's success in persuad-
ing the Australian courts
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